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Abstract
The strawberry sap beetle, Stelidota geminata originates from the North American continent and was 
introduced in Europe, the Oriental Region and in the Near East. It is recorded in Romania for the first 
time.
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Introduction

Stelidota geminata (Say, 1825) was described from eastern North America (Con-
nell, 1980). The GBIF Backbone Taxonomy (2019) gives a list of fifteen species of 
Stelidota from all over the world. The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (Jelínek 
and Audisio 2007) presents four species of Stelidota; one of them, S. geminata being 
an introduced species in Europe, respectively in Austria, Azores, Belgium, France, 
Italy, Slovenia, Switzerland and Turkey.

In the EPPO region, S. geminata was first introduced in the Azores (Portugal) in 
the 1980s and later in continental Europe (EPPO 2010). In the subsequent years, the 
strawberry sap beetle was reported from Germany (Köhler 2009), Hungary (Merkl 
et al. 2009), Serbia (Spasić et al. 2011), Czech Republic (Vávra et al. 2012), Russian 
Caucasus (Tsinkevich and Solodovnikov 2014), Slovakia (Jelínek 2014) and Bul-
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garia (Guéorguiev 2018). The species was introduced in the Oriental Region and in 
the Near East (Köhler 2009).

Adults and larvae of the strawberry sap beetle feed on and contaminate market-
able strawberry (Fragaria L.) fruit, being a serious pest in the northeastern United 
States (Loughner 2008). It has a broad host range (EPPO 2010). The adults are at-
tracted to ripe, overripe and damaged fruits of many plants (Connell 1980). Hag-
strum et al. (2013) mentioned peanut and rice as commodities reported to be in-
fested by S. geminata.

Material examined: 7 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀ were collected from pears (Clapp’s Favorite) 
fallen on the ground; Adunații-Copăceni, Giurgiu county, 26.08.2018, leg. Melania 
Stan. The material was identified at the beginning of the April, 2019 (Fig. 1A, B).

Remarks: In the summer of 2018, overripe, damaged, fallen pear fruits were ob-
served to be invaded by dozens of small beetles (on each fruit), primarily identified 
as belonging to the family Nitidulidae. Healthy fruits of the tree were also inspected 
in order to find out whether they had been attacked and the result was negative. 
Also, the apples from the ground, with a harder consistency compared to ripe pears, 
had had only a few specimens of beetles on each fruit.

Sap beetles were not observed on the fallen fruits prior to 2018, either because 
trees produced no fruit due to frost during sprouting (in 2017), or, when trees pro-

Figure 1. Stelidota geminata, habitus: A. female and B. male. Photographs by I. Iorgu. Scale bar = 1 mm.

A B



First record of Stelidota geminata in Romania 59

duced fruit, the fallen pears were collected and did not show such attack. After the 
fruit season, in 2018, sap beetles were not seen on other substrates. Attacked fruits 
were thrown to compost in 2018. In 2019, the fruits will be checked once they start 
to ripen and fall and more attention will be payed because there are parcels culti-
vated with strawberries in this area.

With this collecting site, the alien strawberry sap beetle Stelidota geminata is re-
corded for the first time in Romania. The specimens are preserved in the Coleoptera 
Collection of „Grigore Antipa” National Museum of Natural History, Bucharest.
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