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Abstract

In North Eastern states of India (NE India) there are almost 65% of mammal species of the country but
baseline information on small mammals, particularly rodents, for the region is scanty. Present study
recorded a total of 59 species of rodents from the NE India out of 100 species reported from Indian
Subcontinent. The list contains all the valid taxonomic names and their distribution in the states of NE
India. Additionally, five species has been added to the checklist of rodents in India. The list provided 59
species belonging to 30 genera under 5 families of 7 subfamilies. Among them Muridae was recorded
to be with highest number of species (31 species), followed by Sciuridae with 22 species, Cricetidae
with three species, while Spalacidae and Hystricidae have recorded only two species in each group.
Among the eight states of NE India the highest number of species was recorded from Arunachal
Pradesh (76 %) and the lowest, from Tripura (22%). Two Threatened, three Near Threatened, two Not
Listed and six Data Deficient species have been listed from the present work with four endemic spe-
cies from this region. The findings of this study indicated the requirements for intensive and extensive
surveys in the north-eastern States of India and taxonomic revisions of many species.
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Introduction

Past few decades have shown promising results in the discoveries of rodent species
from the south-eastern Asia. Several new species of genus Petaurista Link, 1795
have been discovered or recorded from India (Choudhury 2007; 2009; 2013) while
genus Biswamoyopterus Saha (1981) stands no longer endemic to India (Sanamxay
etal. 2013; Li et al. 2019). Sommeromys macrorhinos Musser and Durden (2002) has
been discovered as a new genus and a species from central Sulawesi. Auffray et al
(2003) described a new species of subgenus Mus as M. fragilicauda from Thailand.
Jenkins et al (2005) described a new family Laonastidae, genus Laonastes and a
species L. aenigmamus from Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Heany et al (2011)
described seven new species from Philippines with a new description of a subge-
nus Apomys (Megapomys). Ge et al. (2020) reviewed the Niviventer species complex
from the specimens studied at China through morphological and molecular ap-
proach and described Niviventer fengi as a novel species. Despite of these recent
studies, rodents have been always neglected and less progressive than the other taxa
(Lee and Liao 1998). Among all mammals, in spite of being the most diverse order,
rodents are also less cared animals for conservation (Amori and Gippoliti 2003).
Lesser advancement in the studies of rodent taxa may be due to its larger considera-
tion as a pest species although evidence suggests that rodents are tool for promoting
biodiversity (Reichman and Seabloom 2002). Majority of the rodent species has
been marked as exploiters of human agricultural resources and several species are
known to carry potential harmful diseases for humans (Singleton et al. 1999). De-
spite of being a harmful animal to humans, rodents are known to contribute several
important aspects in balancing the natural world. Studies have shown that rodents
are not only an important seed dispersal animal and serves as a prey base for most
of the mammalian and avian carnivores in forests but also act as a supressing agent
for alien invasive species (Eviner and Chapin 2003), contribute significantly in bio-
geochemical cycles, an indicator species for industrial pollution, forest health and
fragmentations, and are also known to act as sensitive barometers for changing cli-
mate (Singleton et al. 1999).

Scientific studies of rodents in India can be dated back to pre-independent
British colonial years (Agrawal 2000). One of the major taxonomic reviews and
systematics on rodents of Indian subcontinent were conducted by Ellerman (1961).
Compilation of such work fuelled years of scientific progress in the upcoming years.
Following major revision of the rodent taxa focusing only on the family Muridae
and Hystricidae was accomplished by Agrawal (2000). Since the works of Agrawal
(2000) several changes have occurred in global taxonomy of rodents as subsequent-
ly the present paper will discuss later in details. New information on distributions
and systematics based on molecular evidences has also provided several insights in
the rodent taxonomy of world (Yu et al. 2006; Sanamxay et al. 2013; Ge et al. 2020).
Last validation of rodent species was provided by Pradhan and Talmale (2011) list-
ing a total of 103 species from India.
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Covering about 8% of the total geographic area of the country, North Eastern
states of India (NE India) is considered to be the highest in terms of mammalian
diversity including 65% of the country’s total mammal species (Choudhury 2013).
However, only a handful and scattered reports on Rodents are so far available from
the NE India. This region was selected as study site owing to its importance in terms
of biodiversity because of its unique flora and fauna. North Eastern States of India
harbours two biodiversity hotspots viz. Eastern Himalaya and Indo-Burma Hotspot
(Chandra et al. 2018). Studies for assessing the presence of faunal species in the
NE India have been conducted in the past and are compiled as State Fauna Series
by the Zoological Survey of India (Das et al. 1995; Bhattacharya and Ghosh 2002;
Chattopadhyay et al. 2006; De et al. 2006). Most of these studies are survey based
or based on secondary information. Few articles are although based on some as-
pects of the rodents viz. rodents and the bamboo flowering (Bhattacharjee et al.
1979; Pathak and Kumar 2000; Chauhan 2003; Biswas et al. 2016), threatened ro-
dent species of Arunachal Pradesh (Kumawat et al. 2013), diversity of gliding squir-
rels (Krishna et al. 2016). Ecology, population, demography and effect of human
induced habitat fragmentation and encroachments are not known. Moreover, pres-
ence of several cryptic species assemblage viz. Leopoldamys, Niviventer, Rattus or
Mus species complex and poor taxonomic studies on rodents with both morpho-
logical and molecular tools and inaccessibility at several locations may have slowed
down the rodent research exploration in NE India. Current and regional conserva-
tion status for the rodents in these regions are in need of assessment. Considering
the lack of substantial and basic information, a checklist of rodent species has been
worked out to act as a base line information for the future studies in NE India.

Materials and Methods
Study Area

NE India comprises of eight states namely, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. These states cover three bio-
geographic zones viz. the Trans Himalaya, Himalaya and North East India repre-
senting 5 provinces namely Trans Himalaya Sikkim (1C), Central Himalaya (2C),
East Himalaya (2D), Brahmaputra Valley (9A) and North East Hills (9B) (Rodgers
and Panwar 1988) and holds distinguished 51 types of forest types under 13 broad
categories viz. tropical wet evergreen forests, tropical semi-evergreen forests, tropi-
cal moist deciduous forests, littoral and swamp forests, tropical dry deciduous for-
ests, subtropical broad-leaved hill forests, subtropical pine forests, montane wet
temperate forests, Himalayan moist temperate forests, Himalayan dry temperate
forests, sub-alpine forests, moist alpine scrub and dry alpine scrub (Champion and
Seth 1968). NE India shares international borders with Bangladesh, Bhutan, China,
Myanmar and Nepal which is almost about 2000 km?. The area acts as a geographic



264 Chatterjee, Dam, Tripathy & Chandra

gateway for its distinctive flora and fauna due to its sub-tropical belt extending from
the foothills of Himalaya in the west to east up to the south eastern China (Tripathi
et al. 2016).

Methodology

The present checklist was compiled through examining the specimens present in
the National Zoological Collection, Kolkata. Also, literatures from the archives of
Zoological Survey of India, State fauna series, and published peer reviewed research
articles and reports available online/oftline was used to document the basic species
checklist for the present study. Taxonomic positions and the validity of individual
species as well as their present status was confirmed using Wilson and Reeder 2005;
Pimsai et al. 2014; Ellerman 1961; Musser, 1973, 1981; Agrawal 2000. This compila-
tion has taken into account all the species with current valid/updated names based
on the present available online literatures. Map of the study area was prepared us-
ing ArcGIS 10.4 (ESRI 2016). Graphs were created using online data visualization
website (Anonymous 2020).
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Figure 1. Map of North-Eastern states of India.
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Results and Discussion

Current compilation resulted in 59 species of rodents under 30 genera from 5
families and 7 subfamilies from North-Eastern states of India as against to 100
species of rodents which belongs to 46 genera representing 7 families from India
(Kamalakannan and Venkatraman 2017).

Family Muridae (rats and mice) has contributed with maximum number of spe-
cies (31), followed by Sciuridae (squirrels) with 22 species, Cricetidae (mountain
voles) with three species, Spalacidae (bamboo rats) and Hystricidae (porcupines)
with two species in each group (Fig. 3). Arunachal Pradesh (76%) recorded the
highest number of rodent species and Tripura (22%) recorded the lowest number of
rodent species among the NE states of India.

There is a wide gap between the number of rodents reported from Arunachal
Pradesh and the rest of the states in NE region (Fig. 2). Being within a global biodi-
versity hotspot (Velho 2013) and also much more number of focused explorations
could be a possible reasons for the higher record of rodents from Arunachal Pradesh.
Similarly, the low record of rodents in Tripura may be attributed to poor field sur-
veys undertaken in the state. Out of the recorded 59 species, Biswamoyopterus
biswasi Saha, 1981, is considered to be as Critically Endangered as per IUCN
Redlist, Hadromys humei (Thomas, 1886) as Endangered, Ratufa bicolor (Sparrman,
1778), Petaurista nobilis (Gray, 1842) and Petaurista mishmiensis Choudhury, 2009
listed as Near Threatened, Belomys pearsonii (Gray, 1942), Petaurista mechukaensis
Choudhury, 2007, Berylmys mackenziei (Thomas, 1916), Berylmys manipulus
(Thomas, 1916), Dacnomys millardi Thomas, 1916 and Diomys crumpi Thomas,
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Figure 2. Graph representing number of rodent species recorded from different states of the
North-eastern states of India. TR: Tripura, MA: Manipur, AS: Assam, SK: Sikkim, MI: Mizoram, ME:
Meghalaya, AR: Arunachal Pradesh, NA: Nagaland.



266 Chatterjee, Dam, Tripathy & Chandra

1917 as Data Deficient and two species, Petaurista yunanensis (Anderson, 1875) and
Petaurista siangensis Choudhury, 2013 has not been listed so far (Table 1). Also, the
present checklist reports five species of Genus Petaurista which has not been men-
tioned in the checklist of Indian mammals or Indian rodents before (Kamalakannan
and Venkatraman 2017; Kamalakannan et al. 2018) which may ensure the number
of rodent species in India to be 105 species (Krishna et al. 2016). Rest of the record-
ed Rodent species are Least Concerned as per the IUCN Redlist (Table 1). Apart
from their conservation status, four species viz. P. mishmiensis Choudhury, 2009;
P. mechukaensis Choudhury, 2009; P. siangensis Choudhury, 2013 and H. humei
(Thomas 1886) are known currently as endemic to India.

Current status and distribution of the Rodents in north-eastern states of India
is in need of focused survey and reassessment as plenty of misleading information
and gap areas exist. For instance, there has been a long debate between the valida-
tion of Petaurista caniceps and P. elegans. While Corbet and Hill (1992) considered
these two species to be sympatric, Wilson and Reeder (2005) kept P. caniceps as
subspecies of P. elegans. Molecular studies (Yu et al. 2006) have shown promising
results separating these two species and validating their distinct speciation as well
as it is found in the morphological characteristics. P. caniceps has been found to
maintain a distinct lineage from P. elegans with a difference of more than 16% in the
molecular analysis. Such a large genetic distinction should be considered as separate
species. P. caniceps lack any white speckling on its back and has a grey forehead.
These characters alone separates the species from the rest of the flying squirrels
of genus Petaurista (Li et al. 2013). Still IUCN and Checklist of mammals in India
(Sharma et al. 2014) have not considered P. caniceps as a valid species. Although
the species P. alborufus has been reported from East Khasi hill, Meghalaya, India
since 1995 based on museum specimen collected way back in 1847 and recently
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Figure 3. Graph representing diversity of rodent species among different families recorded in the
North-Eastern states of India.
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Figure 4. Graph representing conservation status of rodent species recorded in the states of North-East
India as per the TUCN Redlist. CR: Critically Endangered, EN: Endangered, NL: Not Listed, NT: Near
Threatened, DD: Data Deficient, LC: Least Concern.

again from Namdapha National Park, Arunachal Pradesh in 2016, IUCN still not
considered the species range within India (Das et al. 1995; Krishna et al. 2016).
The species has neither been reported by Wilson and Reeder (2005); Pradhan and
Talmale (2011); Sharma et al. (2014) nor by Kamalakannan et al. (2018). Similarly,
Petaurista yunanensis has been long due to be considered as a validated species.
Morphological and molecular studies revealed the species to have a distinct lineage
than the other species of the genus Petaurista (Oshida et al. 2010; Li et al. 2013; Wei
et al. 2016). The Woolly Flying Squirrel or Eupetaurus cinereus Thomas, 1888 has
been known to exist in the Western Himalayas especially in the state of Uttarakhand
and in Gilgit Region of PoK, India and Northern Pakistan (Pal et al. 2018). A single
skin of the species was reported by Agrawal and Chakraborty in 1970 from Sikkim
without mentioning any proper location of collection after which no record of its
existence has been found from Sikkim indicating the need for more intensive survey
for such threatened species. The particolored flying squirrel or Hylopetes alboniger
has been recorded from Assam in 2013 (Krishna et al. 2013) yet the I[UCN distri-
bution range map does not indicate Assam for this species. Das et al. (1995) sur-
veyed Meghalaya and reported presence of Funumbulus pennantii from Jayantia and
Khasi hills and Sharma et al. (2014) also listed the distribution of E pennantii in the
North-Eastern India. Further Kamalakannan et al. (2018) listed this species to be
distributed in eastern Himalaya whereas its presence from the eastern Himalaya by
direct or indirect sightings are absent. Shyam and Saikia (2015) reported the species
E pennantii in their study from Assam which may have been misidentified with that
of Tamiops macclellandii. Tamiops macclellandii can be easily mistaken as a juvenile
of Funumbulus pennantii as the former is much smaller in size. None of the authors
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Figure 5. Comparative graph of rodent diversity among India and North-Eastern states of India.

have stated how the identifications were validated in their article without examin-
ing a collected specimen. Neither does they explain how a species (Funumbulus
pennantii), which is well known to be restricted in its distribution up to the western
side of Rajghat gap, has been located beyond this geographical barrier (Thorington
and Cifelli 1990). Blyth’s Mountain Vole or Phaiomys leucurus (Blyth 1863) is so
far recorded only from the western Himalayas (Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh) in India (Wilson and Reeder 2005; Sharma et al. 2014) whereas ITUCN
distribution map shows the species distribution in almost entire part of the eastern
Sikkim. Kamalakannan et al. (2018) has also mentioned this species to be present in
the eastern Himalayas. Another species Mus booduga has been enlisted in the species
list of Kamalakannan et al. (2018) as distributed in eastern Himalayas, whereas the
species has never been reported from any of the north eastern states so far (Agrawal
2000; Wilson and Reeder 2005; Aplin et al. 2016). The species Leopoldamys sabanus
(Thomas 1887) is reported from the Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh but
is not confirmed whether it is L. sabanus or any other species. Its current status
is therefore unconfirmed (Srinivasulu and Srinivasulu 2012). Under these circum-
stances it is highly recommended for intensive and extensive surveys for rodents in
the North-eastern states of India and to put more focus on the taxonomic revisions
of these species. Survey in the state of Tripura is also suggested, as it is the least re-
corded rodent species state in the north-eastern states. Apart from the taxonomic
surveys, great deals of ecological knowledge of these rodent species calls for more
studies required to be conducted on their population and habitat features.

While examining the data it was observed that the distribution of Diomys crumpi
was restricted only to the state of Manipur in the present study. The Northern most
population of this species has been recorded from Nepal and the southernmost
population from Myanmar. There is a possibility the species might also be therefore
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Table 1. Validated checklist of rodents from the north-eastern states of India. MI: Mizoram, TR:
Tripura, MA: Manipur, AS: Assam, ME: Meghalaya, AR: Arunachal Pradesh, NA: Nagaland, SK:
Sikkim, CR: Critically Endangered; DD: Data Deficient; EN: Endangered, NT: Near Threatened, LC:
Least Concern, NL: Not Listed. NZSI: National Zoological Collection of the Zoological Survey of
India.

SI.  Name of the Species State (NE) Conservation Reference
No. where present Status(IUCN)
Order RODENTIA
SUBORDER SCIUROMORPHA
Family Sciuridae
Subfamily Ratufinae
1. Ratufa bicolor (Sparrman, 1778) AR, AS, ME, MI, NT NZSI, Duckworth and
Black Giant Squirrel NA, SK, TR. Molur 2016
Subfamily Sciurinae
2. Belomys pearsonii (Gray, 1942) MI, MA, ME, DD NZSI; Wilson and Reeder
Hairy-footed Flying Squirrel AR, NA, SK 2005
3. Biswamoyopterus biswasi Saha, 1981 AR CR NZSI
Namdapha Flying Squirrel
4. Hylopetes alboniger (Hodgson, 1836) MI, ME, AR,SK LC Wilson and Reeder 2005;
Particoloured Flying Squirrel Krishna et al. 2013
5. Petaurista elegans Muller, 1840 AR, SK LC NZSI; Krishna and Kumar
Spotted Giant Flying Squirrel 2017
6. Petaurista caniceps (Gray, 1842) AR, SK LC Krishna and Kumar 2017
7. Petaurista magnificus (Hodgson, 1836) ME, AR, SK LC NZSI; Wilson and Reeder
Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel 2005
8. Petaurista nobilis (Gray, 1842) AR, SK NT NZSI
Bhutan Giant Flying Squirrel
9. Petaurista petaurista (Pallas, 1766) MI, AR LC NZSI; Wilson and Reeder
Red Giant Flying Squirrel 2005
10.  Petaurista philippensis (Elliot, 1839) MI, AS, AR LC NZSI
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel
11. Petaurista alborufus (Milne-Edwards, 1870) ME, AR LC Das et al. 2005; Krishna et
Red And White Giant Flying Squirrel al. 2016
12.  Petaurista mishmiensis Choudhury, 2009 AR NT Choudhury 2009

Mishmi Giant Flying Squirrel

13. Petaurista mechukaensis Choudhury, 2007 AR DD Choudhury 2009
Mechuka Giant Flying Squirrel

14. Petaurista siangensis Choudhury, 2013 AR NL Choudhury 2013
Mebo Giant Gliding Squirrel

15. Petaurista yunanensis (Anderson, 1875) AR NL Krishna et al. 2016
Yunnan Giant Gliding Squirrel

Subfamily Callosciurinae

16. Callosciurus erythraeus (Pallas, 1779) MI, TR, MA, AS, LC NZSI; Wilson and Reeder
Palla’s Squirrel ME, AR, NA 2005

17.  Callosciurus pygerythrus (1. Geoffroy Saint Hilaire, 1832) MI, TR, MA, AS, LC NZSI; Wilson and Reeder
Hoary-bellied Squirrel ME, AR, NA, SK 2005

18. Dremomys lokriah (Hodgson, 1836) MI, TR, MA, AS, LC NZSI; Wilson and Reeder

Orange -bellied Himalayan Squirrel ME, AR, NA, SK 2005
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Table 1. (continued)

Sl.  Name of the Species State (NE) Conservation Reference
No. where present Status(IUCN)

19.  Dremomys pernyi (Milne-Edwards, 1867) MA, NA LC Lunde and Molur 2016a
Perny’s Long -nosed Squirrel

20. Dremomys rufigenis (Blanford, 1878) AS, AR, NA LC Pradhan and Talmale
Red-Cheeked Squirrel 2009; Choudhury 2013

21. Tamiops macclellandii (Horsfield, 1840) MI, ME, AR, SK, LC Pradhan and Talmale
Himalayan Striped Squirrel MA 2009
Sub family Xerinae

22. Marmota himalayana (Hodgson, 1841) AR, SK LC Shrestha 2016
Himalayan Mormot
SUB ORDER MYOMORPHA
Family Spalacidae
Subfamily Rhizomyinae

23.  Cannomys badius (Hodgson, 1841) MI, MA, AS, LC ‘Wilson and Reeder 2005;
Lesser Bamboo Rat ME, NA Aplin et al. 2016

24. Rhizomys pruinosus Blyth, 1851 MA, ME, NA LC Agrawal 2000; Aplin and
Hoary Bamboo Rat Molur 2016
Family Cricetidae
Subfamily Arvicolinae

25. Alticola stoliczkanus (Blanford, 1875) SK LC Srinivasulu and
Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole Srinivasulu 2012

26. Neodon sikimensis (Horsfield, 1841) SK LC Wilson and Reeder 2005
Sikkim Vole
Family Muridae
Subfamily Murinae

27.  Apodemus draco (Barret-Hamilton, 1900) AR LC Wilson and Reeder 2005
South China Field Mouse

28.  Apodemus latronum Thomas, 1911 AR LC Sarkar et al. 2005
Large-eared Field Mouse

29. Bandicota bengalensis (Gray, 1835) MI, TR, MA, AS, LC Agrawal 2000
Lesser Bandicoot Rat ME, AR, NA

30. Bandicota indica (Bechstein, 1800) MI, TR, AS, LC Agrawal 2000
Greater Bandicoot Rat ME, SK

31. Berylmys bowersi (Anderson, 1879) MI, MA, AS, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Bower’s White-toothed Rat ME, AR, NA Reeder 2005

32.  Berylmys mackenziei (Thomas, 1916) MI, MA, AS, DD Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Kenneth’'s White-toothed Rat ME, NA Reeder 2005

33.  Berylmys manipulus (Thomas, 1916) MA, AS, NA DD Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Manipur White-toothed Rat Reeder 2005

34. Chiropodomys gliroides (Blyth, 1856) MI, TR, AS, LC Agrawal 2000
Indomalayan Pencil-tailed Tree Mouse ME, AR

35. Dacnomys millardi Thomas, 1916 AR, NA DD Agrawal 2000
Millard’s Rat

36. Diomys crumpi Thomas, 1917 MA DD Agrawal 2000
Crump’s Mouse

37. Golunda ellioti Gray, 1837 AS LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Indian Bush-rat Reeder 2005
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Table 1. (continued)
Sl.  Name of the Species State (NE) Conservation Reference
No. where present Status(IUCN)
38. Hadromys humei (Thomas, 1886) MA, AS EN Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Hume’s Rat Reeder 2005
39. Leopoldamys edwardsi (Thomas, 1882) ME, AR, NA LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Edward’s Rat Reeder 2005
40. Leopoldamys sabanus (Thomas, 1887) AR LC Aplin et al. 2016
Long-tailed Giant Rat
41.  Micromys minutus (Pallas, 1771) ME, NA LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Eurasian Harvest Mouse Reeder 2005
42. Mus cervicolor Hodgson, 1845 MA, ME, SK LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Fawn-coloured Mouse Reeder 2005
43.  Mus cookii Ryley, 1914 MI, MA, AS, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Reyley’s Spiny Mouse ME, AR, NA Reeder 2005
44. Mus musculus Linnaaeus, 1758 MI, TR, MA, AS, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
House Mouse ME, AR, NA, SK Reeder 2005
45.  Mus pahari Thomas, 1916 MI, ME, AR, SK, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Gairdner’s Shrewmouse AS,NA Reeder 2005
46. Niviventer brahma (Thomas, 1914) AR LC Wilson and Reeder 2005
Brahma White-bellied Rat
47.  Niviventer eha (Wroughton, 1916) SK LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Smoke-bellied Rat Reeder 2005
48.  Niviventer fulvescens (Gray, 1847) MA, AS, ME, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Chestnut White-bellied Rat AR, SK Reeder 2005
49. Niviventer langbianis (Robinson & Kloss, 1922) AR, AS LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Dark-tailed Rat Reeder 2005
50. Niviventer niviventer (Hodgson, 1836) MI, MA, AR, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Himalayan White-bellied Rat ME, AR, NA, SK Reeder 2005
51. Rattus andamanensis (Blyth, 1860) MA, ME, AR, LC Wilson and Reeder 2005;
Indochinese Forest Rat NA, SK Aplin et al. 2016
52.  Rattus nitidus (Hodgson, 1845) MI, TR, MA, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Himalayan Field Rat ME, AR, SK Reeder 2005
53.  Rattus pyctoris (Hodgson, 1845) AR, SK LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Himalayan Rat Reeder 2005
54. Rattus rattus (Linnaeus, 1758) MI, TR, MA, AS, LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
House Rat ME, AR, NA, SK Reeder 2005
55.  Rattus norvegicus (Berkenhout, 1769) MI, TR, AS, ME LC Agrawal 2000
Brown Rat
56. Rattus tanezumi Temminck, 1844 SK, MI, TR, MA, LC Heaney and Molur 2016
Oriental House Rat AS, ME, AR, NA
57. Vandeleuria oleracea (Bennett, 1832) MI, MA, AS, LC Aplin and Molur 2017
Asiatic long-tailed Climbing Mouse ME, NA, TR, SK
SUBORDER HYSTRICOMORPHA
Family Hystricidae
58. Atherurus macrourus (Linnaeus,1758) MI, AS, ME, AR LC Agrawal 2000; Wilson and
Asiatic Bush-tailed Porcupine Reeder 2005; Molur 2016
59. Hystrix brachyura Linnaeus, 1758 MI, MA, ME, LC ‘Wilson and Reeder 2005;
Malayan Porcupine AR, NA, SK Lunde et al. 2016b
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distributed in other states of the study area. Golunda ellioti Gray 1837 is reported
only from Assam in the present study, whereas it is reported to be present through-
out the country and also in Nepal (Kamalakannan and Venkatraman 2017). Pos-
sibility of this species being distributed in the other states of North East India is
also possible. A. stoliczkanus, N. sikkimensis and N. eha which are typically high
altitude species, have been found to be restricted only to Sikkim. These species may
also be distributed in the higher altitudes of Arunachal Pradesh. Distribution of B.
biswasi, N. brahma, L. sabamus, A. draco, A. latronum and 5 species of Petaurista
have been recorded only from Arunachal Pradesh (Table 1). M. himalayana, P.
elegans, P.caniceps, Pnobilis and R. pyctoris are found only in Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim within the North-eastern states of India (Table 1). Furthermore, status
of the critically endangered species of B. biswasi Saha 1981, and also P. mechukaensis
Choudhury 2007, P. siangensis Choudhury 2013, P. mishmiensis Choudhury 2009,
and P. yunanensis (Anderson 1875) reported only from the state of Arunachal
Pradesh, is recommended to be assessed as no report from the region after its dis-
covery has been noted recently.
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