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Abstract
This paper confirms the presence of steppe polecat Mustela eversmanii in Giurgiu County after more than 
50 years. Mustela eversmanii is considered a vulnerable species, being listed in Annexes II and IV of the 
Habitats Directive. The specimen was found within the Site of Community Importance - ROSCI0043 
Comana, included in the Natura 2000 network, which significantly overlaps with the protected natural 
area (Comana Natural Park). Currently, the steppe polecat is not added to the list of the Standard Form, 
because its presence was uncertain. We consider that this discovery is valuable and has important 
implications for the conservation of the species.
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Mustela eversmanii (Lesson, 1827) is a mustelid species typical of steppe lands and 
arid plains, but records suggest that it can also be found in neighboring habitats to 
agricultural land (Wolsan 1993; Šálek et al. 2013).

It is a nocturnal predator, coexisting locally with the European polecat, Mustela 
putorius (Linnaeus, 1758). The occupation of the habitat is closely related to the 
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presence of the European ground squirrel, Spermophilus citellus (Linnaeus, 1766), 
the common hamster, Cricetus cricetus (Linnaeus, 1758), but also to other rodents, 
which represent the main food source for it (Ognev 1962; Šálek et al. 2013; Cserkész 
et al. 2020).

Currently, the distribution of the steppe polecat on Romania’s territory is 
considered unknown for the most of its surface. This is mainly due to the lack of 
attention paid to research on mustelid species. There is a close phenotypic resemblance 
between Mustela putorius and Mustela eversmanii, the two carnivorous species being 
often difficult to distinguish, and this difficulty in correctly identifying the species 
could contribute to the unknown status of the steppe inhabitant (Hegyeli 2009; Šálek 
et al. 2013).

The steppe polecat was first mentioned as being present on the territory of 
Romania by Călinescu (1929). Most observations of the presence of the species were 
made mainly in the southeastern part of the country (Călinescu 1930; Călinescu 
1932), more precisely in Dobruja region, in localities of Tulcea and Constanța counties 
(Botnariuc and Tatole 2005).

Data from older papers indicate that the species is also present outside Dobruja. 
In 1962, the steppe polecat was reported from Gălbinași hunting ground in Călărași 
County (in the past, Ilfov County) (Nania 1991). After 4 years, an adult female polecat 
was captured in the Albele Forest in Giurgiu County (Fig. 1) (Barbu and Barbu 
1968; Nania 1991), and in 1967, in the same area, a second specimen was captured, 
this time a male (Nania 1991). At the same time, there is information about the 
distribution of M. eversmanii in the southern region of Oltenia (Almășan 1962), but 
the older data from the previously mentioned writings were ignored, not being cited 
in the literature – see Chapter Mammalia in the Red Book of Vertebrates in Romania 
(Botnariuc and Tatole 2005).

Current data have confirmed that the distribution of the steppe polecat in 
Romania is much wider, being reported in the northeast part of the country 
(Moldavia) (Šálek et al. 2013; Ion et al. 2015), as well as in the western region (Banat 
and Crișana) (Hegyeli 2009).

There were no definite reports published from Giurgiu County. The roadkill 
specimen, a Mustela eversmanii (Fig. 2) was found in November 2020, on DJ411, at 
the exit from Brăniștari (44°10’53” N; 26°03’56” E), a locality within Comana Natural 
Park, Giurgiu County, Romania.

It was a subadult female with head and body length (HB): 330 mm, tail length 
(T): 120 mm, hind foot length (HF): 48 mm, ear length (E): 24 mm and weight (W): 
640 g. The yellowish-white color of the fur, both on the back and sides, and on the 
abdomen, with the tips of the hairs brown-blackish, helped to correctly identify the 
species, thus differentiating between the European polecat whose fur is brown on 
the back, going black on the abdomen. It could also be seen that the specimen had 
winter fur, hence its relatively bushy tail.

The found specimen was at a distance of about 22 km from the two specimens 
that were reported in the past in Giurgiu County (in Albele Forest). The specimen is 
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Figure 1. The occurrence of Mustela eversmanii in Albele Forest (1966) and Brăniștari (2020), Giurgiu 
County, Romania.

Figure 2. The steppe polecat (Mustela eversmanii) specimen found in Comana Natural Park (Brăniștari, 
Giurgiu)
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now registered in the Mammals Collection of the „Grigore Antipa” National Museum 
of Natural History, Bucharest, Romania, with inventory number MAM13328.

Acknowledgments

We express our gratitude to Mihai-Bogdan Ionescu-Lupeanu from Comana Natural 
Park Administration for helping to provide older papers, as well to Laurențiu 
Maricescu for helping with generation of the distribution map. We are also thankful 
to Alexandru-Mihai Pintilioaie for helping with the manuscript.

References

Almășan H (1962) Observațiuni asupra epocilor de vînătoare. Vînătorul și pescarul 15(2): 
35. [in Romanian]

Barbu P, Barbu I (1968) Dihorul de stepă în pădurea Albele. Vînătorul şi pescarul 20(5): 
13–14. [in Romanian]

Botnariuc N, Tatole V (2005) Cartea Roșie a Vertebratelor din România. Muzeul Național de 
Istorie Naturală „Grigore Antipa”, București: 68. [in Romanian]

Călinescu R (1929) Mustela (Putorius) eversmani Lesson în România. Întâiul Congres al 
Naturaliştilor din România. Dare de Seamă a Lucrărilor, Cluj: 156–158. [in Romanian]

Călinescu R (1930) Mustela (Putorius) eversmanni Lesson în România. Carpații 5–7. [in 
Romanian]

Călinescu R (1932) Dihorul de stepă și distribuția sa geografică în România. Buletinul Societății 
Regale de Geografie, București: 51: 114. [in Romanian]

Cserkész T, Kiss C, Ottlecz B (2020) Zsákmány és ragadozó együttélése agrár környezetben: 
a mezei hörcsög (Cricetus cricetus) és a molnárgörény (Mustela eversmanii) napi és 
szezonális aktivitási mintázata kotoréknak. Állattani Közlemények 105(1–2): 95–113. 
https://doi.org/10.20331/AllKoz.2020.105.1-2.95. [in Hungarian]

Hegyeli Z (2009) Noi semnalări ale dihorului de stepă (Mustela eversmanii) în regiunea 
panonică a României. Migrans 11(2–4): 7–9. [in Romanian]

Ion C, Donisan L, Șușnea DE (2015) The first report of steppe polecat (Mustela eversmanii 
Lesson, 1827) documented in Moldova (Romania). Travaux du Muséum National 
d’Histoire Naturelle „Grigore Antipa” 57(2): 133–135. http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/
travmu-2015-0007.

Nania I (1991) Vânatul pe teritoriul României. Mărturii arheologice, istorice, folclorice şi 
etnologice despre mamifere dispărute şi pe cale de dispariţie. Ed. Sport-Turism Bucureşti, 
247–249. [in Romanian]

Ognev SI (1962) Mammals of Eastern Europe and Northern Asia: Carnivora (Fissipedia and 
Pinnipedia),Vol. 3. Israel Program for Scientific Translations.

https://doi.org/10.20331/AllKoz.2020.105.1-2.95
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/travmu-2015-0007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/travmu-2015-0007


Confirmation of the presence of Mustela eversmanii in Giurgiu County 113

Šálek M, Spassov N, Anděra M, Enzinger K, Ottlecz B, Hegyeli Z (2013) Population status, 
habitat associations, and distribution of the steppe polecat Mustela eversmanii in Europe. 
Acta Theriologica 58: 233–244. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13364-013-0134-0

Wolsan M (1993) Mustela eversmanni Lesson, 1827 – Steppeniltis. In: Niethammer J, Krapp 
F (Eds) Handbuch der Säugetiere Europas, Bd. 5. Raubsäuger, vol 5. Raubsäuger (Teil 
II.), vol 2., Aula-Verlag, Wiesbaden, pp. 770–816. [in German]

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13364-013-0134-0



